Gastroenterology, vol 4 edited by Henry L Bockus MD 3rd edn pp xiii + 795 illustrated £28.50 Philadelphia, London &c.: W B Saunders 1976 It is a pleasure to welcome the final volume of the new edition of this by now classic, comprehensive text on gastroenterology. Apart from sections on the peritoneum and parasitic infection, this volume deals with 'odds and ends'; filling in the gaps of the systematic treatment of different diseases and organs covered in the previous volumes.
There are chapters on the interaction of the gastrointestinal tract with other systems, such as the cardiovascular and nervous systems, and these form a useful starting point if faced with such problems.
The chapters on functional bowel symptoms, gas and psychosomatic aspects might, with profit, have been put in the first volume because of their frequent occurrence in clinical practice and frequent misdiagnosis. There is little doubt that more mistakes are made in clinical gastroenterological practice (and misery sustained by patients) by clinicians unaware of these manifestationsalthough they have been recognized and well described for many decades-than by not being aware of recent advances in immunology and diagnostic techniques. However, these are not to be denigrated; this volume deals with such recent advances and the two final chapters on ultra-sound and computer axial tomography (CAT) scanning in the diagnosis of gastrointestinal disease are succinct accounts of the problem. Hodgkin's disease continues to exert its strange fascination over the few who devote themselves mainly to the care of its victims, but others may justifiably ask whether there is room for yet another book on the subject. Do not the works of Kaplan and Smithers provide all the necessary information?
The present book is essentially a work for the aficionado. It is made up of twenty-seven unconnected essays which discuss problems arising in the management of patients with Hodgkin's disease. It does not aim to provide a coherent account of the disorder and in the main it reflects the practice of the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, for of the thirty-four contributors twenty-four are or have been on the staff of that institution.
The topics debated are familiar to all interested in this field. Is laparotomy always desirable? What are its risks? Should the spleen always be removed? When is radiotherapy the treatment of choice, and when is combination chemotherapy? Is it an infective disease? It would be naive to expect answers to these questions, but it is interesting to read the views of authors with such wide experience. Nevertheless when the reader finally puts down this book he will still be inclined to wonder whether it adds anything to his knowledge and he is unlikely to feel that its inclusion in his library is worth £14. RONALD Consequently, the book provides authoritative, comprehensive and non-partisan reviews of almost every aspect of human bile acid metabolism.
The first chapter describes the enterohepatic circulation of the bile acids and by examining each step in the cycle gives the essential background to subsequent chapters. The text of this chapter is amply illustrated, intricate ideas being explained by ingenious but clear schematic representations. This high standard is maintained generally throughout the book. The second and third chapters deal with bile acid synthesis, conjugation and metabolism in liver disease; flow diagrams are used to describe synthetic and metabolic pathways thus avoiding the pitfall ofpresenting the clinical reader with an array of bewildering formula.
The fourth chapter deals with abnormalities of bile acids encountered in patients with intestinal disease, their investigation and effects. Chapter seven briefly but lucidly confines itself to the few facts known about cholesterol gallstone formation and turns a critical eye on current theories. Chapter eight begins with some sixteen questions concerning chenodeoxycholic acid therapy for gallstones and in answering them provides a helpful guide to the clinician considering that therapeutic approach.
Other chapters deal with inborn errors of bile acid synthesis, bile acid metabolism in hyperlipoproteinemia in infants and children, the relationships between dietary factors and bile acids, the diagnostic value of serum bile acids, and bile reflux in gastrocesophageal disease. The book ends with what must be the most comprehensive examination of the bile acid breath test to date, and which includes a retrospective study of 320 assays performed in 297 patients.
